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FUNERAL SERMON, Gr. 


—— 


| PSALM xlviii. Verſe 14; 


FOR THIS GOD 18 OUR GOD FOR EVER AND EVER; HE 
WILL BE OUR GUIDE EVEN UNTO DEATH. 


Is this Pſalm the Pfalmiſt David is triumphing in 
God; he celebrates the glory, the beauty, the joy, 
which the church receives from him; he ſpeaks of 
him as a refuge for deliverance, and the deſtroyer of 

all his enemies; as the performer of his own word, 

and as encouraging all that truſt in him to wait upon 
him, and look for his loving-kindneſs. He calls 


upon her ſons and daughters to walk and go round \ 
: A 2 | about } Y 


395 


about, to tell the towers thereof, to mark well her 


bulwarks, to conſider her palaces; or, to ſpeak in 

Chriſtian language, to conſider the Chriſtian church, 

the foundation upon which it reſts, the ſuperſtructure 
to be raiſed upon it, the ſpirit that breathes in it, 
the truths preached in it, and the fruits produced 
by it; ſo that they may have to leave to their ſur- 
vivors the beſt of all legacies, a living and a dying 
experience of the truth. It is, my Brethren, with 
God's children upon earth, as with the children of 
men, one generation paſſeth away and another gene- 
ration cometh, none of them are ſuffered. to continue 
by reaſon of death; but, though they are removed, 
God remaineth; though they change, God is the 
ſame. For this God is our God for ever and ever ; 
he will be our guide even unto death. | 


I pitched upon theſe words at firſt, becauſe they 
were the laſt that were articulately ſpoken by the 
Reverend, nay, I muſt deliberately call him the 
Right Reverend Father in Chrift, William Romaine, 


I have ſince had reaſon to doubt whether I ſhould _ 


ſpeak from thoſe words, but never to doubt but that 
one of the beſt illuſtrations of them ever given upon 
earth is to be looked for in the life and death of this 
juſtly, this greatly, this generally venerated, and 
lamented man. Of his perſon we have no re- 
mains upon earth, but a body returned unto the 


duſt from whence it {prang 3 but it is as ſafe © 
as 


4 


as * ſpirit in the hands of his Redeemer, who will 28 


raiſe it from corruption into a body of glory. Of his 
labors we have large remains in his writings, and it 
is to be hoped we have more in many living witneſſes 
to the truth as it is in Jeſus, who have been born 
again, and built up in their moſt holy faith, by the 
word of the Goſpel ſo ably preached! Who is 
there who ever knew or heard him, that does not 
lament? and they have the moſt reaſon to lament 
who never knew or heard him. But ſurely, Brethren, 
we may ſay, Bleſſed. be the God of Mercy, and 
the Father of all Comforts, who comforteth us in 
all our tribulations, and in none more than the 
preſent; and ſurely we have reaſon to ſay, If our 
afflictions abound in Chriſt, our conſolations in 
Chriſt abound alſo. Surely ſo long and uſeful a life, 
ſo ſhort and bliſsful a death, are matters of thank- 
fulneſs and praiſe to God, who called him at firſt _ 
and confirmed him in the end; and ſurely we ſhould 
rejoice that ſo divine, ſo venerable, ſo uſeful a ſervant _ 
of the bleſſed Jeſus, has been diſmiſſed at the age of 
fourſcore and one, from labour and ſorrow, and has 
entered into the reſt and joy af his Lord. He had 
been fifty-eight years in orders laſt October; and, 
though he was admitted ſo early into ſo holy a funt- 


= ton, he appears not to have ruſhed into it with- 


out previous ſtudy, knowledge and prayer. He 
ſpent the two firſt years bf his miniſtry in country 
pariſhes, .where in retirement, like young Timothy, 

9 


he might give himſelf up to reading, to exhorta- 
tion, and to prayer, and when he came forth to 
the public his profitableneſs appeared t to all. C2 


He publiſhed, in the year 1741, at the eG 

of the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen, a 
Sermon preached before them and the Citizens of 
London, at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul.— 
The title of this Sermon is, © No Juſtification by the 
Law of Nature.” The deſign of it is to prove that 
there can be no juſtification but by the law of faitn 
in Chriſt, and the concluſion of it is in the excel- 
lent words of our excellent church, ©« That they are 
to be had accurſed that preſume to ſay, that every 
« man ſhall be ſaved by the law or ſe& which he 
« profeſſes, provided he be diligent to frame his 
« life according to that law and the light of 
« nature: for the holy Scriptures doth ſet out 
re only the name of Jeſus Chriſt N 8 we muſt 


« be ſaved.“ 


mention this circumſtance, to ſhew, that he 
began his miniſtry as he cloſed it, by teaching and 
preaching Jeſus Chriſt; and he appears, never once, 
in the whole courſe of it, to have been corrupted 
from the ſimplicity that is in Jeſus Chriſt; he 
ſaw him as he ought to be ſeen, in every page of 
the Scripture that teſtifies of him; he ſaw and 


believed what he was told in the Scripture, that 
all 


(179-3 


all fullneſs was pleaſed to dwell in him; he there- | 
fore ſet him forth in his fullneſs to his Fellow- 
Chriſtians, ' and contended earneſtly for faith in 
him, as the only antidote againſt fin and ſorrow, 
and the only ſource of righteouſneſs and peace, and 
what he preached and wrote, he exemplified in him» 
ſelf, both living and dying. Itis remarkable, and I 
have often heard him ſpeak of it with thank- 
fulneſs, that, during the courſe of ſo long a mi- 
niſtry, he never was interrupted in the exerciſe of 
it, by any illneſs but the laſt; and then, as he ex- 
preſſed . himſelf to his ſon; and to his friends, he 
was caſt into the furnace for a trial of his faith, 
for a proof to himſelf and to others, what a pre- 
cious gift he had received from God; then it was 
that the Spirit of glory and of God reſted upon 
him, ſtrengthened him with might in the inner 
man, ſuſtained him in the full uſe of his extraor- 
dinary faculties, in the firmeſt expreſſions ' of his 
hope, and in the moſt conſtant and moſt lively 
exerciſes of prayer and praiſe, full of faith in the 
Holy Ghoſt, full of Jeſus and of love, full of 
pain and full of Heaven, he ſeems to have realized 
what is written in the 26th chapter of Iſaiah, _ 
Thou ſhalt keep bim in perfect peace, whoſe mind 
is flayed on thee, becauſe be trufteth in thee. | 
Truſt ye in the Lord for ever, for in the Lord Je- 
bovab is everlaſting firength; he could ſay to 
the Lord with the Plalmiſt, Thou art ny God, ]] 


times 


„ 
times are in thy hand. He knew that the time 
of life, the time of death, the time of his mus. 
ſerings in the fleſh, and deliverance out of them, 
were all in the hand of his reconciled God and 
Father; and he was perfectly reſigned to his ſove- 
reign diſpoſal, for with the word Holy, Holy, Holy, 
in his mouth, the ſong that he will ſing in Heaven 
throughout eternity, he died in peace, without a 
groan, Surely then, we have a proof in this illuſ- 
trious man, how true the words of the text are, 
That this. God is our God for ever and ever, be _ 
dil be our guide, even unio death. Leſs I could 
hardly ſay of ſuch a perſon, even in the introaduc- 
tion to a difcourſe upon the preſent occaſion, and 
im a place in which I tremble for myſelf, and which 
he had filled ſo long, with ſo much eredit to him- 
ſetf, ſo much comfort to his hearersg and what 
was the great object of his liſe, ſo much to the 
honor of his God; but he is gone the way of all 
fleſh; he was by nature à child of wrath, oven 
as others, and by grace, he dbtained merey-; and I 
am ſure, if any thing could diſturb lus perfetdſpirit,' 
it would be the ſubſtituticn-of him ſeli in the place 
of his Saviour; and if any thing could add te his 
joy in Paradife, it would be, that, according to bis 
earneſt expectations upon earth, Chriſt might be 
magnified by his life, and by his death, as they are 
brought to our recollection this day. Let us then 
look up to God, let us look up to his Maſter; and 
12 Our's? 


(9) 


our's, Chriſt Jeſus, Jet us. pray unto him, to fend of 
| his Spirit from above, to take of the things that E 

are contained in the words of the text, and ſhew f 
them unto the people, 1 be with us, 7 we are 


ſpeaking and in 


Mic TR \ 


' Firſt, of the known, actermined objec of wor- 
thip, « called, This God. 


« 4 4 CN 


Secondly, of his connection with his people who 
call him, Our God. 


Third y, of the continuance of that connection, 
for ever and ever. And, e206 


Fourthly, of the conſtancy of it in this tranſitory 
life, in trouble, ſorrow, ſickneſs, and every other. 
adverſity, he will be our guide, even unto death. | © 

Firſt of all then, here is a known, determined” 
object of worſhip,” called, this God. We (fays 

Chriſt to the Woman of Samaria,) know what we 

worſhip ;-and he ſpoke in a public character, as 

the Miniſter of the Sanctuary, as the Teacher of the 

Congregation, and as he came to teach us, that God 
is to be worſhiped in ſpirit and in truth, and to 
ſeek ſuch to worſhip him, he had proclaimed him | 
unto the ends of the earth, in words that can never 
be miſtaken. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, 

5 B 1 


0 


baptizing th them in the na the Father, of #4 the Son, 
ord of the Hu Ghot. This prochmgzion iy th 
cient to explain what we read in the words of the 
rex, and 2 thouſand grher paſſages in the Pihle, 
the revelation of "God in a plural Noun, deſcribing 
God as more perſons than one, and the connection 

of that noun, as in the words of the text, with a 
' ſingular pronoun, deſcribes them as exiſting i in gne+ 
This it is that explains the words which were ſo 


precious to our dear departed. Father i in Chriſt, and 
will be fo precious throughout eternity; which we 
find in the Old Teſtament, and the New, Holy, 


Holy, Holy, Lord Cod of Hoſts, heaven and earth 
are full of thy glory. This explains to us, the 
firſt principle of revealed religion, delivered by 
Moſes. Hear { Ob 1/rael, the Lord aur God is one 
Lord Jehovah, Elabenu is one. Jehovah deſcribes 
his eſſence eternally. exiſting, and the ather word. 
deſcribes him as exiſting in more perſons than one, 
and thoſe perſons, in covenant, ip cguncil, and 
under the ſolemn obligation of an oath ; we read 
of them fitting in council upon our creation, let #s 
make man: and we are told of their having ſat in 
council before our creation, and confirmed that 
council by an oath ; that, as the apoſtle ſays, by two 
immutable things, in which, it was impoſſible. fog 
God to lie, we might have a ſtrong conſolation in 
flying for refuge, to lay hold « on the hope ſet before 
us. None could ſit in cheſe councilz, but tha 
| Father 


„ 

Father, 866; and Holy Ghoft? nor cdülid hey, ur 
dot each perſbn by himſelf, been God and Lord 
This theti; is decidedly che God of ths text, 5 ; 
40 decidedly, the Goffof Criſthnb. Need. remind 
you, chat he was Mr. "RokMAine's God? how ex- 

preſs in his preaching, and in Ht writings, was 
his belief atid' at knowledgmentb of this ee . 
one! and with whir energy habe 1 often heard 
him take up the confeſſion of our chutch!, and fay," 
that the ſame which'we believe of the glory, of the 
Father, the ſas we belle ve of the Son, and of the 
Holy Gboſt, without any difference Whatever. 
My brethren, to Enow this true God and Jeſus 
Chriſt whom he has ſent, is life eternal; and the 
preſent, and everlaſting happineſs of the belieyer, 
has been found conſtantly to conſiſt in the ſweet ex-. 
perience of the Father's love, the Spirit work, 
and the Son's ſalvation. And this brings me as r 
propoſed, | 


In the ſecond phe to ſpeak of his connection 

vith thoſe who are able to ell him their God 1 and 

it is in this cohnectiom of God with us, and of our- 4 

ſelves with him, that we are to look for the ſource 3 

of all religious worſhip ; and in the Pſalms that 
are in daily uſe amongſt us it is ſaid, Ob, come bet | 
us worſhip and fall din, Jet us kneel before the Lord \ 
our Maker, for be is the Lord our Cod. Happy: al 
they" people that know and feel that this God iim 


B2 „ 


112) 
theit's, He becomes our's by his own grace, and by" 
acts that are purely his own. I content myſelf with 
producing one paſſage to this purpoſe - out of the 
37ſt Chapter of the Prophecy of Jeremiah, 33d and 
34th verſes. This (ſays God) ſhall be the covenant 
that Twill make with the bouſe of Iſrael, after thoſe days, 
ſaith the Lord, Iwill put my law in their inward parts, 
and write ii in their hearts, and will be their. God, and 
they ſhall be my people, and they ſhall teach no more 
every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 
_ ſaying, know the Lord, for they ſhall all know me, from 

the leaſt of them unto the greateſt of them, ſaith the 
Lord,; for 1 will forgive their iniquity, and I will e- 
member their ſin no more.” Thus then it is that 
God becomes our's, he reveals himſelf to us, he 
cauſes that word to be mixed with faith, and writes 

it upon the heart, and makes it precious in tile 
eyes of his people. He removes every objection 
that may ariſe to the knowledge of him from the 
ignorance and the want of education, perhaps, of 
men; they ſhall all know him, from the leaſt to 
the greateſt, and he will remove one great obſtacle 

to the knowledge of him that ſtands in the way of 
all, ſaying, Iwill be merciful to their unrighteouſneſs, 

and their ſins and iniquities I will remember no more. 

I am in poſleſſion of a ſtriking comment upon the 
paſſage here before you, in a letter that I received 
ſome years ago from that eminent ſervant of God, 
whom we are lamenting, and who is now no more; it 
| Was 


( 13). 


was written in September 1783, and he ſays, *I have 
juſt finiſhed my reading of the Bible, it has been a, © 
ſeaſon of great joy. I never went through it with © 
more delight, or with more profit; my ſoul has 
found it more precious than gold, and much ſweeter 
than honey; but ſtill I ſee much before me, to diſ- 


cern and experience; I have no doubt of the pro- 


miſc being fulfilled to me, Jeremiah xxxi, 33, 34. 


but I am ſeeking and waiting for its being engraved 
deeper upon my heart, and more firmly copied out 
in my life. Ol! that the Lord the Spirit may caſt 
you and me into the mould of the word, that we 
may take the impreſſion of every truth, and re- 
ceive it in the love of it.” Such a man as 
this, my brethren, might ſay unto Ged. with the 
Pſalmiſt, Thou art my God: and whatever be the 


purſuits of the reſt of mankind, or whatever be the 
cares, the trials, the temptations, that belong to my 


ſituation in life, my firſt buſineſs is to look for thy 
| Preſence, and thy bleſſing, to cultivate daily thy 


friendſhip and acquaintance, and then all ſhall be 
- well; and we may depend upon. it that this is the 
language of all God's people. The backſliding 


ſinner, convinced and humbled under his work, is 
repreſented as ſaying, in the 3d Chapter of jere- 


miah, Behold we come unto thee, for thou art the Lord 


our Gad. And the reaſon that God aſſigns for the 
pains that he takes with his people, in reproving, 
cCorrecting, inſtructing, and watching over them, 

are 


(= 
are all beautifutly ſummed up af once i n the {6th 
| Plalm, where he ſays, 1 will re prove "het I wal 
| teſtify againſt thee, Oh ! I/ratl, I an God, and Thai 
a right to do it, I am thy God, and I babe a Power he 
do it. As our God we may behold him in our na- 
ture, a man of ſorrows, and acquainted with grief, | 
bearing our grief, carrying our ſorrows, wounded 
for our tranſgreſſions, bruiſed for our iniquities, 
with the chaſtiſement of our peace upon him, and 
with our ſins in his body on the croſs. Having” 
done ſuch wonderful things to bring God to man, 
and man to God, he becomes ours again, by the 
ſending of his ſpirit to take of theſe things, and to 
ſhew them unto the pedple, that we may know that 
God dwelleth in us, and we in God, that our fetlow-" 
ſhip may be with the Father and with his Son, 
Jeſus Chriſt; for, as dear Mr. RoMatnt knew, and 
often told us, this is heaven upon earth. 


There is a third thing that he takes notice of, re- 
ſpecting the connection between God and his peo- 
ple, and that is, it is for ever and ever. Oh! how 
different this from all other connections! we know, 
my Brethren, that they all drop to the duſt, ho- 
different is this from the world, the fleſh, and the 
devil, the riches, the pleaſures, the honors of this 
life ; and how finely the contraſt is ready drawn” 
up to our hands, in a paſſage that I will read to you, 
in the roth Chapter of Jeremiah, the Lord ſays, 

he 


(x) 
he is the true God, in oppaſition to falſehood ; be 
is the living God in oppoſition to idols; he is the 
everlaſting God ; he made the earth by his power: 

he hath eſtabliſhed the world by his wiſdom, ane 
hath ſtretched out the heavens by his diſcretion; 
when he uttereth his voice there is a multitude of 
waters in the heavens ; and he cauſeth the vapours 
to aſcend from the ends of the earth, he maketh 
lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind 
out of his treaſures; every man is brutiſh in his 
knowledge, every founder is confounded by the 
graven image, for his molten image is falſhood ; and 
there is no breath in them; they are vanity, and 
the work of errors; in the time of their viſitation 
they ſhall periſh ; the Portion of Jacob is not like 
them, for he is the former of all things, and Iſrael 
is the rod of his inheritance, the Lord of Hoſts is 
his name. Here then is a connection that has no- 
thing to do with time or ſenſe, except as it is to 
be enjoyed in him; here is a connection which 
may be ſuppoſed to flouriſh moſt in our dying 
moments, becauſe death is the diſſolution of that 
clod of earth which has hindered, for a ſeaſon, the 
free and full communion of our ſpirits with God; 
here in ſhort is a connection that ſhall never be 
broken, and which will enable the believer to ſay, 


tby viftory ? and in the poſſeſſion of the fulneſs f 
the bleſſings of the goſpei, he will be like the* | 
| mier 


Ob! death where is thy fling? Oh! grave where im 


A 74 
_ martyr whoſe hiſtory has been. read to us this day, 
whom we find full of glory, lifting up his eyes to 
heaven, ſeeing Jeſus at the right hand of God, and 
ſaying, in the full aſſurance of faith, Lord Jeſus 
receive. my Spirit, and ſo far from being afraid 
of thoſe who could only kill the body, he ſeemed | 
to feel nothing of their inſult to him, but a love 
of their perſons; and he prays for them, Lord 
lay not this fin to their charge, and the dying 


prayer of this martyr was anſwered in the conver- 


fion of St. Paul, no wonder that it ſhould be left | 
upon record, that after he had faid this he fell 
aſleep. And this brings me to the laſt particular 
that I muſt ſpeak to from the words of my text, and 
that is, the conſtancy of God's connection with 
his people in this tranſitory life, in all the changes, 
and in the final iſſue of it, he will be our guide, 

even unto death. So that it may be juſtly ſaid of 
our Emanuel, God with us, that he is a friend at 
all times, that he is one that ſticketh cloſer than 
a brother. Our way, my brethren is the way of 
all fleſh ; it isa way, therefore unto death, a way of 
evil, of pain, of difcaſe, of diſtreſs, of diſappoint- 
ment, and of things that weary and perplex our 
ſpirits and our bodies, but it is a way in which God 
condefcends to walk with his people; and if God 
is prefent in this way, depend upon it it ſhall be 
ſtrewed with flowers, and watered from above with 
| e of bleſſings ; for, ſays God, then thou paſ- 


feſt 


__ 
l through the waters I will be with thee, and | 
through the rivers they hall not. overflow thee ;. when 
thou walkeft through the fire thou ſhalt not be bunt, 
neither ſhall the flame kindle upon thee. And, again, 
Hearken unto me, Oh, Houſe of Jacob, and all the rem- 
nant of the Houſe of Iſrael, which are borne by me 
from the belly, which are carried from the womb, 
and even to your old age, I am be, and even to hoary 
hairs will I carry you; 1 have made, and I will bear, 
even I will carry, and will deliver you ; and, depend 
upon it, God never commits his people to any 
conduct but his own. Give ear, Oh, heavens, ſays 
Moſes in the 32d. Chapter of the Book of Deutero- 
nomy, and I will ſpeak ; and bear, Ob, earth, the words 
of my mouth. The Lord's portion is his people, 
Jacob is the lot of his inheritance, he, found him 
in a deſart land, and in the waſte howling wilder- 
neſs; he led him about, he inſtructed him, he kept 
him as the apple of his eye, as the eagle ſtirreth 
up her neſt, fluttereth over her young, ſpreadeth 
abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them on 
her wings, ſo the Lord alone doth lead him; and 
there was no ſtrange God with him. And if it be 
aſked, how it is that God leads and conducts his 
people? what a ſſriking account do we find of it | 
nin the 9th Chapter of the Book of Nehemiah, | 
where it is ſaid, for forty, years thou, in thy manifold | 
nercies, forſookefl them not; in the Wilderneſs the pils 


lar of the cloud departed not from ibem by day, to lead | © ]ũ fmũ 
ho. C | them 
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few them light; and 


ſurely my brethren, we have a proof reſts in our 


( 18 |) FE. 
them in the day ; weither the pillar of fire by ahh; 10 


and the way wherein they ud 8% 
thou gaveſt alſo thy good ſpirit. 


ss it i is, that God leads his people by the good 
Spirit, who is a perſon in Jehovah ; this was the 
promiſe Chriſt left with his diſciples upon earth, 
J will not leave you comfortleſs, but ſend . you 
another Comforter, even the Spirit of truth, which | 
proceedeth from the Father, be ſhall teſtify of me: 
As many therefore, as are led by the Spirit of God, 
they are the ſons of God, and having ſuch a Spirit 
for their guide, he will not only conduct them to 


death, and through the valley and ſhadow of it, 


but he will live and breathe in them, throughout 
the bliſsful ages of immortality and glory; for if 
the Spirit, which raiſed up Jeſus our Lord from 

the dead, dwell in you, he that raiſed up Chriſt 
from the dead, ſhall alſo quicken your mortal bo- 
dies by his ſpirit that dwelleth in you. And; 


recollection this day, reſpecting his dear departed 


ſervant; that the ſame God, who is his God for 


ever, was his guide unto death. Bleſſed then, for 
ever bleſſed be the God of Mercies, and the Father 
of Comforts ; glory be to his name, for the wonders 
he has ſhewn towards us. Oh! how have I heard 
that dear departed ſervant of God preach more than 
once from theſe words; Praiſe the Lord, Oh ! my 


fall, 


( 6 


"foul, and forget not all bis benefits, who Aergiveth: 
all thing iniquities, who bealeth all thy diſeaſes, who 


yedeemeth thy life from deſtruttion, who crowneth thee 


 avith loving kindneſs and tender mercies, who ſatisfieth 
"thy mouth with good things, ſo that thy youth is re- 
newed like the eagles. And they who were with 
him in his laſt moments, know, that however the 
outward man might periſh, the inward man was 
renewed day by day. No doubt, his friend ef- 
teemed it a privilege to receive ſuch a ſervant of 
God into his houſe ; and looked upon the happi- 
\ neſs that he felt from ſceing and hearing him, as 
an ample compenſation for the coſt that he ſuſ- 
tained. Surely then, he was bis guide unto death ; 
and be it remembered my brethren, that he is the 
{ame God, he continueth ever, and though he has 
taken his ſervant from among us, he is ſtill with us ; 
he gives all creature comforts to us upon this 
condition, that we ſhould reſign them: but when 
he gave hjs Son, he gave a gift for ever; he hath 
given himſelf, and he exiſts in the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, to be a covenant God to his people, 
to be ſo unto death, in death, through death, and 
throughout all eternity; and therefore bleſſed be 
the God of our ſalvation, and God help us to tread | 
in the ſteps trod by our dear departed father, that 
we may fit down with Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob 


in God's kingdom, and tell the wonders he has ) 
done for our fouls, throughout the countleſs ages 


of eternity, C 2 So 
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taſk. I would willingly have yielded to any f 


in eſteem and affection, for one whom I knew for 
a few years at leaſt, and found . to dhe a Sant. | 


a juſt view of his life and character, and it is with 


that when faithful documents can be collected, and 


ſervation, in an acquaintance of from fifteen to 


is written in the 1 [3th Chapter of the Epiſtle to the 


( 20 ) 
So much then for the weed of my text, and I 
could with that ſo much as relates to the memory 
of the deceaſed paſtor of this church, had fallen 
into the hands of ſome one more qualified ſor the 


my fellow ſervants in the Lord, but I yield to none 


Yalngbee, n friend. 


It is impoſſible, in the concly of a Sermon, to give 4 


pleaſure that I can almoſt promiſe to the Public, 


properly arranged and authenticated, that ſuch 
an account will be preſented to you. It is to be 
hoped that you will wait for it with patience, and 
forget every thing that is curious in the mean time. 
At the ſame time, I ſhould not do juſtice to my own * 
feelings, or to your expectations, if I was not to 
drop a few more hints reſpecting his life and cha- 
racter, as they have fallen under my notice and ob- 


twenty years. And ſurely we may here apply what 


Hebrews, Remember him which had the rule over you, © 
who bas ſpoken 10 you the word of God, conſidering the 
end of his converſation, Jeſus Chriſt, the- ſame yeſter-. 
day, 10-day, and for ever. Here 1 1s one, of OP how 


ever | 


( « } 
ever we may lament his loſs, we may remember his 

uſefulneſs; and you will perhaps hardly find a cir- | 
cumſtance in his life, that has fallen within the no- 
tice of the world, or his acquaintance, that may not 
be worthy of recollection, as he kept the uniform 
tenor of his life, walking, living, and triumphing 
by faith; and the beſt hiſtory of his life that ever 
can be produced, has been already written by him- ' 
ſelf, in thoſe wonderful productions of his own pen. 
The word that is here rendered rule, is a word that 
is undoubtedly applied to thoſe that labour in the 
church of God ; it is applied primarily to Chriſt, in 
the 2d chapter of Matthew, and the 6th verſe, as him 
that was to rule God's people. It is applied by 
_ Chriſt himſelf, to his Apoſtles, Diſciples and Mi- 
niſters, in the 22d chapter of Luke, where he ſays, 
He that is greateſt among you let him be as the younger ; 
and he that is chief as be that doth ſerve. And it is 
applied in the 15th chapter of the Acts, to Barnabas 
and Silas, who were ſtiled chief men among the 
brethren; ruling men, leading men. We are pre- 
ſented then here with a leading man, with one who 
by his age, by his experience, by his character, de- 
ſerved to be conſidered as a leading man, by every 
public Miniſter, and every private Chriſtian. Fol- 
low him whereſoever you will, and he will lead you 
into a converſation as becometh the Goſpel of 
Chriſt; into a life uniformly led upon the principles 
of truth which he preached to you. He had con; 
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bandman that laboureth muſt firſt be partaker of 


22) 


adered what St. Paul ſaid to Timothy, that the huſ- 


the fruits; and God gave him a right underſtanding 


in all things, and opened his mouth to declare to 


others what he knew and experienced in his own 
breaſt. Follow him into domeſtic life, and where 
was there a man that ever ruled his own houſehold 
more unto faith, and in the fear of God? a better 
huſband, a better father, or a better maſter ? Fol- 
low him into company and converſation, and where 
is his friend and acquaintance who was not the better 
for every viſit he paid him? 


He was an admirable ſcholar, and far from being 
deficient in claſſical learning, as he has proved by 
his elegant Preface and Dedication to that moſt 
wonderful work, the Hebrew Concordance ; but he 
ſaw as he wrote, that ſo much corruption had ob- 
tained in the writings of the ancient Heathens, that 
all the elegance of language and addreſs, in which 
they had ſet them forth, could make them no recom- 
pence for. He was no doubt an admirable critic, or 


ſcholar, in the Hebrew tongue, a man of ſcience, 


and of philoſophy ; he had ſtudied nature with the. 
Bible in his hand; he ſaw by faith that the worlds 
were created by the word of God, and took for his. 
guide that account that is given of it in the firſf 
chapter of the book of Geneſis. He ſaw God as the | 
Creator of jak, and the ſource of Light through- 


out 


( 23 ) 
out univerſal nature, and admired how impenetra- 
ble were his deſigns from one end of the creation 
to the other. He read nature, I ſay, with the faith . 
of God's operation, and ſaw, not only the inviſible - - 
things of God, even his eternal power and god- 
head, but the inviſible things of grace, in the co- 
lours and in the picture of faith; this it was that 
made him go through his pilgrimage here witk 
ſo much pleaſure and profit to himſelf, as well as 
to thoſe that converſed with him. 


He was the beſt companion that ever I met with, 
in the houſe, in the field, in the garden ; he would 
reach us to profit by the return of every ſeaſon of 
the year, and ſaw clearly God's method of teaching 
by the genius of the Hebrew tongue, the union that 
there is in it of letter and of ſpirit ; and how it had 
been God's cuſtom, in compaſſion to our infirmi- 
ties, to convey to us, through the medium of our 
ſenſes, thoſe things that are ſpiritual, heavenly, and 
divine; and he could really ſee, with. almoſt the 
wiſdom of Solomon, the various qualities of plants, 
from the cedar of Lebanon, unto the hyſſop that 
ſpringeth out of the wall. In tris public adminiſ- 
tration, as the Paſtor and Miniſter of this church, 
you know better than I do, how great was his cha- 
rater ; how admirably he adapted himſelf to the. 
ſtate and condition of his hearers ; the young he 
could admoniſh, to the old he could ſpeak with the 
experience 


(24 ) 
experience of an aged man; and to all he would 
tell the plain truths of the everlaſting goſpel ; from 
which he produced an application to the various 
conditions of men, and the various circumſtances 
of God's dealings with them: he was no doubt an 
eminent friend to the church of Chriſt upon earth, 
and a fincere lover of all who loved the Lord Jeſus | 
Chriſt in ſincerity: and I muſt conſider him as 
one of the brighteſt ornaments, and beſt friends of 
the church of England, that it ever had ſince the 
eſtabliſhment of the church ; he came forth, it is 
well known, when the pure doctrines of this church 
were nearly exploded, and ftood almoſt alone the 
brunt of the oppoſition that fell upon himſelf ; - 
and he could ſay, with the Apoſtle, at my firft com- 
ing forth, no man ſtood by me, but all forſook me, 
and they particularly whoſe opinions and ſenti- 
ments, as a philoſopher, he adopted. 


It is well known that he bore teſtimony to the 
truth, as ic is in Jeſus, before Gentiles and kings, 
and the Children of Iſrael. What things befell him at 
the univerſity | afterwards, when he was forbidden 
to preach at St. George's Hanover ſquare, after he 
had been lecturer there near ten years; and at St. 
Dunſtan's in the Weſt, when he was firſt choſe; 
what oppoſitions he met with, and what perſecuti- 
ons he endured ! but out of them all the Lord de- 
livered him, and ſuffered him not to walk by fight 

| but 


(4s) 
but by the faith of God; it was then that he was 
told by many whom he loved and valued, and by 
his friend Mr. Whitfield, of whom he ſpoke with 
the greateſt love and reſpect, that he ought to quit 
the church, leave a country that had ſo treated him, 
and go to America ; nay the largeſt offers were made. 
him, and I believe no leſs a ſum was offered to be 
ſetcled upon him, and fully ſecured to him than 
800l. a year, but he walked by faith and not by 
ſight; he was conſcientiouſly attached to the church 
of England, in which he had been educated, and 
the more he ſtudied her diſcipline, her liturgy, her 
doctrines, and her worſhip, the more he loved her, 
_ notwithſtanding the oppoſition that he met with. 
He lamented, -no doubt, that there were few who 
preached according to its articles and doctrines, 
but when he complained that there were few la- 
bourers in the harveſt, he adopted his Maiter's di- 
rection, and prayed that there might be more. 
When he firſt ſet out, he has often told me, that 
the number of faithful Miniſters were few, that they 
had increaſed from 20 to 100, and before he departed - 
this life, he had the pleaſure of ſeeing above 500 
brethren in different parts of the kingdom, whom - 
he loved as fellow labourers, in Chriſt's vineyard, 
ſo that the church was not in want of a praying 
friend; he not only (prayed regularly for them, 


morning, evening, and at noon day, but ſet apart 
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one day in the week, which I think was Friday, and 
which he called his day, that he might 
make mention of them every one before the throne. 
Oh, then let us look upon the increaſe of truth in 


the church of God as in conſequence of, and as an 


anſwer to, the prayer of faith of this our dear departed. 
friend, who was the Paſtor of this church. 


It will be impoſſible for me—and I am ſure I have 
preached too long already—much longer than I 
thought I could have done---It will be impoſſible 
for me to follow this venerable man through ſo long, 
ſo uniform, and fo uſeful a life, and therefore let us 
conſider him, 


* the laſt place, as one whoſe faith was ſtrong, 
whom we may admire in the infirmities of age; as 
one that brought forth much fruit ; that was fat and 
fouriſhing to the laſt moment in the Lord; toſhew. 
how true the Lord his ſtrength was, and that we 
might glorify him; and I could not but obſerve, 
that during this laſt year, whenever he ſpoke of 
Chriſt, in the pulpit or out of it, there was a ſort of 
light upon his countenance, a faint reſemblance of 
glory. I will juſt give you the laſt ſcenes of his life, 


as I have been able to collect them, believing and 


hoping that a more complete account will be de- 
livered for publication. On the 6th of June he was 
ſeized with his laſt illneſs, at a friend's houſe at Bay 


( 97) 
lam hill, near Clapham ; he came down to breaks 
faſt that day=--preſided, as uſual; in the family de- 
votions, and prayed earneſtly that God would fit us 
for, and ſupport us in our trials, whatever might be- 
fal us. On his return to town he converſed moſt 
profitably on the approach of death, and the near 
proſpect of eternity, * Oh, how animating (ſays 
et he) is the view I now have of death, and the hope 
laid up for me in heaven, full of glory and immor- 
« tality.” He continued in town till the 26th; and 
then went back again, much better, as it was 
thought. For a fottnight he was able to walk about 
the garden. He came back to London, and on the 
14th of July returned to his friends at Balam-hill. 
During this interval he had frequent ſpaſms, and a 
cough, ſhortrieſs of breath, and what he himſelf 
looked upon as certain ſigns of approaching diffolu= 
tion, attended with pain. He confidered himſelf 
therefore as haſtening to the end of his pilgrimage, 
but his faith and patience never forſook him. He 
was often ſaying, © Oh, how good is God ! what en- 
« tertainments and comforts does he give me! Oh, 
4 what a proſpect do I ſee before me of glory and 
% immortality! He is my God in life and in death, 
e and throughout eternity.” On the 23d, as he ſat 
at breakfaſt, he ſaid, It is now near ſixty years ſince . 
God has opened my mouth to publiſh the everlaſt- 
ing Goſpel, and eternal glory of the ſalvation f 
« Chriſt the Redeemer, and it hath now pleaſed him 
«cf to 
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« to ſhut my mouth, that my heart may feel and ex. 
« perience what my mouth had ſo often ſpoke. On 
the 24th, after he had been helped down ſtairs he 
ſaid, « Oh, how good is God!“ which was his lan- 
guage every morning, requeſting, as he had. often 
done, that prayer without ceaſing might be made for 
him, that his faith and patience'might be ſtrength- 
ened. He expreſſed exceeding great kindneſs and 
affection for his partner in life, thanking her for all 
her kind and tender care of him. He ſaid, Come 
c my love, that I may bleſs you; the Lord be a 
tt covenant God to you, for ever the ſame.” In the 
fame tender and affectionate language he ſpoke to 
his ſon, of whom he ſpoke often to others, expreſ- 
ſing his firmeſt hope and belief that he had lived to 
ſee that he knew, and felt, and enjoyed what he had 
been taught by ſuch a father. I ſhould have had more 

toſay, hadit not been expected thattheſon would have 
been preſent upon the occaſion, and had he not him- 
ſelf, from delicacy no doubt, witheld every thing of 
the kind from me; but this 1 can ſay, that the wi- 
dow and. the ſon have my prayers, and the. prayers 
of thouſands, that they. may be profited as they ought 
by ſuch a light, which had ſo long ſhone before them, 
that the one may have a huſband in her Maker, the 
Lord of Hoſts, and that the other may, living and 
dying, be the Lord's. The Lady at whoſe houſe he 


was faid, Have you not the bleſſing of God for me? 


« Yes; (ſaid he) I pray God to bleſs you. And 
e | ſo 


( 29 ). 
ſo he ſaid to every one. On Saturday, the 25th, he 
was got down ſtairs, lay upon a couch, weak in body, 
but ſtrong in faith; the power of Chriſt was reſting 
upon him, and he ſeemed in the continued exerciſe 
of prayer and praiſe. This was the laſt day of his 
life, and in the cloſe of it he ſaid, Yea, though 1 
walk through the valley of the ſhadow of death 1 will 
fear no evil, for thou art with me. About an hour 
before he died his friend and hoſt ſaid, I hope, my 
dear Sir, you now find the ſalvation of Chriſt to 
be precious, dear and valuable to you?” To 
which he replied, © Yes; he is a precious, precious 
Saviour to his people.” Theſe were the laſt words 
that he ſaid, except © Holy, holy, holy, bleſſed and 
« holy Jeſus, to thee I commit my ſpirit; and, on 
the dawn of the Sabbath he reſigned his breath, 
almoſl imperceptibly to thoſe who attended him, in 
prayer to God. 


Conſider, Men and Brethren, you who are in the 
beginning, at the end, and in the midſt of life, to' 
you Jeſus Chriſt is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and 
for ever. Suffer from me one word of exhortation : 
By the death of ſuch a ſervant as this, God may be 
ſpeaking now to ſome in this congregation, wh 
while he was with them, knew not the value of his 
miniſtry; ſhould you live and die in that ſtate, there 
is a paſlage in the 5th chapter of the Book of Pro- 
verbs, which” I will read you. Alow wilt tho# 


mourn 
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mourn at the laſt when thy fleſh and thy body are 
coriſumed, and ſay how have I bated infirni#ion, 
and my heart deſpiſed reproof. Perhaps theſe things 
may be brought to your bitter remembrance, or if 
it has pleaſed God to humble you on account of 
your fins, your great ſins in neglecting the Goſpel of 


Jeſus. Oh! bleſs God that he has opened your 


eyes before it was too late. Should any one be cry- 
ing out, what muſt I do to be ſaved, depend upon 
it the anſwer that was conſtantly in his mouth was, 
believe on the Lord Jefus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be 
ſaved ; and bleſs God, that though his ſervant is 
taken away, you have ſtill a God to go to. I am 
ſpeaking, no doubt, to many who have reaſon to 
lament their ſhort comings, the little improve- 
ment they have made, how many opportunities of 
hearing they have had, when they have been hear- 

ing unprofitably. ; 


Theſe reflections naturally occurred to me upon 
the loſs of ſo eminent a ſervant of God. Let us 
look up to him then, that the preſent ſeaſon. may 
be an awakening ſeaſon; that God the Spirit may 


quicken you, and may raiſe us up together with 


Chriſt to fit in Heaven with him; and that keeping 


the lives and deaths of our fellow creatures in re- 


membrance, we may be enabled to perſevere, look- 
ing to Jeſus as the author and finiſher of our faith. 
L am ſpeaking, no doubt, to many of his admirers, 

and 


( 3n 


and I am ready to join with them; that, conſidering 
his age, his long continuance here, his great expe- 
rience in the things of God, and his particular talent 
for preaching Jeſus, that he has not left his equal. 
behind him ; but my brethren let us bleſs God that 
he has left able miniſters of the New Teſtament, 
that he has left able and faithful labourers in your 
own church, and in other congregations, whoſe 
converſation is as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt ; 
and who labor in the word and doctrine to preach 
repentance towards God, and faith towards our 
Lord Jefys Chriſt; and though their talent may 
not be preciſely the ſame with that of this wonder- 
ful man ; yet let you and I cheriſh, encourage, love, 
and reyerence them; let us follow them conſtantly 
with prayer, and endeavour, by every means in our 
power, to hold them up in prayer, and to love them 
as they are loved of God. 


And now let me congratulate this pariſh upon 
the continuance of the Goſpel miniſtry, andlet me 
recommend to your love, and to your notice, the 
perſon whom it hath pleaſed God to move the heart 
of the patron of this living, to put into the place 
of your much loved and dear departed Miniſter. 
Depend upon it he muſt, while ſtanding in this 
place, need your ſupport, and your prayers ; he will 
have mine, as I hope he will have your's: that as 
the likeneſs of his father is upon him, a double por- 

| | tion 


5 God. Thou art our God, we would bleſs and praiſe thee. ' Look 
down upon us in mercy, and follow what we have heard this al 


need ol; we aſk it in the name, and for the ſake of thy dear gung 


— 
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fathers, the God of our per rſons, the God of our families, bug 


Lord; and the bleſſing of God Almighty, the Father, $61 
i 800 Ghoſt, be —_—y Jou, and e with you; fre 


. ay get 
. 


[ bine Spiri may reſt upon bi 
; onclude, let me *corfimend you 
the word ofhis grace, which! is able to b 
and give you an inheritance among ' then 
ſanctified by faith in Chriſt Jeſus ; and let'u 
the example of our dear departed Miniſter, endeas 7 
vour to turn all things to the praiſe and gloty . 
God, 72 * JF —_ "Y "2 "1 J«<4 F FI *: re a=... 
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Great and glorious God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, ond. 


with thy Spirit, that we may go home to our respective families in- 
peace; be thou our hope and our joy; ;" thou 2 art the God 'of our: © 


neſſes, and conuections; our preſent and our future portion. Oh, 
make us thankful, if by the miniſtry of the word we | haye bea, 
turned from idols unto thee ; and as thou art the God of thy peo« + 


ple, Keep us ſteady, uniform, and conſiſtently with the knowledhatl 


of thy moſt holy name; and whatever be our trials, en 
times, difficult times may come, give us to know and believe that 
thou art our God, that we may call upon thee for thy good ſpirit 
in all things, to keep our hearts, and lead us at length to thine 
everlaſting kingdom. Oh, look down upon us, and bleſs us, 
and diſmiſs us with thy love; give us every thing that we ſtand nt] | 


Jeſus Chriſt, to whom with the father and ſpirit, be equal and, 
everlaſling praiſes, Amen. And may the Peace: of God, which | 
paſſeth all underſtanding, keep your hearts and minds in 4 


knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jeſus 8 
er aud" 


Ls. 


er, Amen. a , 68 & 5 es PIES EL Get 
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